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principle for determining what the operational units are in register grammar. It is argued
that only linguistic forms that are functioning to identify register-distances between speak-
ers and listeners are considered register units. Thus, distance serves as a key principle for
identifying what the register components and units are in human languages. Based this
principle, a system of register grammar is structured and a model of hierarchical compo-
nents (or “one body, two wings”) is construed with verifiable and falsifiable properties. It
is shown that the new system has the potential to provide a new way to the study of hu-
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