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The Motivations and Mechanism of Formation of Tri-syllable Verbs with
Objects in Contemporary Chinese

WANG Weichao  SHI Chunhong

Abstraet: This article investigates the motivations and mechanism of formation of
tri-syllable verbs followed by objects such as “ydoméhua Zhongguo (GREEALHHE) », “gidnguizé
nii mingxing (BN B E)” and “chudnbangddi qingnidn jidoshi (15 #5 H T 45 #O) .
Although tri-syllable verbs with objects violate the restriction of stress assignment in prosodic
syntax, they are developing new expressions in contemporary Chinese. Firstly, based on
systematic description on this kind of phenomenon, this article analyzes its formative
motivations and mechanism. It is found that four factors, that is, uniformization of form-meaning
pairing, economy of information processing, semantic and pragmatic accordance, and influences
of expressions in foreign languages, are motivating the emergence of tri-syllable verbs followed
by objects. On the other hand, the mechanism for this phenomenon are related to multi-interface
interactions, such as the effects of prosodic factors on semantic/pragmatic ones, the counter
effects of semantic/pragmatic factors on prosodic ones, and the readjustment process between
prosody and morphology. Finally, this article discusses the expansion constraint of this
phenomenon, which paves the way to points out that the analysis of marginal phenomena has
specific linguistic significance.

Key weords: tri-syllable verbs; verb-object construction; prosodic syntax; interaction;

motivation and mechanism
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