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The Differences and Similarities between Chinese Morphology and

Syntax and Related Issues of Morphologization and Lexicalization

Shi Chunhong

Abstract This paper attempts to re-understand the differences and similarities be-
tween Chinese morphology and syntax, as well as the possibilities and realities between
morphologization of syntactic structure and lexicalization of morphologicalstructure. Tak-
ing VV compounds as an instance, this paper investigates the basic patterns and processes
of the integration of all kinds of VV compounds and then generalizes the differences and
similarities of the argument-structure integrating mechanism of syntactic structures and
related morphological structures. On basis of this, the paper discusses the morphologiza-
tion possibilitiesof different types of syntactic structures. The fundamental mechanism of
morphologization could be generalized as two basic patterns, namely screwing and jointing.
The process of lexicalization of all kinds of VV compounds is then reviewed accordingly.
Finally the paper sets up a structured modal and makes a theoretical attempt to analyze the
integrating mechanism of morphologization as well as the process of lexicalization. This
model may deepen our understanding of the relations between syntax, morphology and
lexicon while providing a new perspective for constructing Chinese Construction Morphol-
ogy.

Keywords morphology and syntax, isomorphism and isomerism, morphologization,

lexicalization, integrating mechanism, Construction Morphology.

. 5 , 90 (
). 70 , . [ shichunhongblcu@163.com]

170



