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Possessive Relationship in Double Object Constructions

SI Fuzhen
(Faculty of Linguistic Sciences, Beijing Language and Culture University, Beijing 100083 )

Abstract: This paper investigates the possessions in Double Object Constructions(DOCs) from both syntactic and
semantic perspectives. It is claimed that there are two major types of DOCs, i.e. [+HAVE]-type and [-HAVE]-type,
in Chinese. The possessive relation between the two objects in the [+HAVE]-type DOCs can be inferred through the
logical entailment, whereas the possessive relation between the two objects in the [-HAVE]-type DOCs are indicated
by the presupposition, instead of entailment. The study of Chinese DOCs may provide some insights into syntactic,
semantic and pragmatic properties of DOCs in general.
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Inference
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On High-frequency Nouns’ Construction of Text World in
People’s Daily Editorials (1966-1971)

LIAO Xungiao & LAN Chun
Capital Normal University, Beijing 100089; Beijing Foreign Studies University, Beijing
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Abstract: From the perspective of critical discourse analysis, discourses not only shape the mind, direct the practice,
but also construct the reality of society. The high-frequency nouns in People *Daily 3 editorials in the Cultural
Revolution built a text world with political entity, idea and event, whose political dichotomy was maximized by the
temporal and locative nouns so as to highlight the omnipresence of class struggle. As a particular cognitive framework,
such political text world regulates readers “understanding of the reality, enhances their awareness of class struggle and
makes ideological preparations for political movements.
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